
Clay A
rtists' Outreach to Cancer Patients

The Bottles of Hope project was started in 1999 by a very special
person, Diane G

regoire, a cancer survivor and polym
er clay artist.

Diane found a way to use her special talents as an artist to cheer
up the lives of cancer patients going through the ordeal of
chem

otherapy. S
he used clay to decoratively cover sm

all glass
m

edicine bottles and gave them
 to other patients as a sym

bol of
hope. Polym

er clay, which is sold under the brand nam
es of Sculpey

®,
FIM

O , ®
 PREM

O  and others
®

, is a colorful and versatile m
an-m

ade 
clay that can be sculpted, textured, stam

ped and com
bined in a 

m
ultitude of ways to produce unique designs in pieces of art. 

H
ow to distribute the Bottles of H

ope:S
how som

e sam
ple 

bottles to the oncology departm
ent of your local hospital. The

nurses, who have the m
ost direct contact with patients, can 

help you give som
e away to patients. Explain that som

e patients
use their bottles as wish bottles to hold wishes to or from

 the patient.
Som

e keep them
 as a m

em
ento of their chem

o treatm
ent and consider

the bottles a wish of health. M
aybe som

e of th e nurses would like to
keep a few them

selves to hold wishes for their patients. 

H
ost a workshop:M

any hospitals run art therapy workshops for
patients. Polym

er clay is so easy to work with and patients will be
delighted to create their own Bottles of H

ope. This is a perfect
m

edium
 for children! S

hare your talents with them
. 

A
 word about the project: O

ur hope is that this project
rem

ains grass roots: a one to one sharing of art and love. 
The Bottles of H

ope should N
EVER be sold; they are to be

given freely to canc er patients to bring hope to their lives. 
For m

ore inform
ation: Visit the Bottles of H

ope website at
http://bottlesofhope.org or S

outhern Connecticut Polym
er Clay

G
uild's website at: http://scpcg.org. 

You can e-m
ail us at: bottlesofhope@

hotm
ail.com

.
If you are not fam

iliar with polym
er clay and want to learn m

ore,
visit Polym

er Clay Central at: http://www.polym
erclaycentral.com

/. 
A

nd please, share your experience with us! The m
ore we do, the m

ore we 
learn and the m

ore we can help brighten the lives of cancer patients. 
You can post your initiatives at our on-line m

essage board. 
Please follow link at the Bott les of H

ope website.
Or call (203)932-6

46
0 or (203)46

7-7090.

A
 l ittl e bottl e and  a bit of cla y: a g if t of h op e.


